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Adair, founder and Senior Pastor of the 
landmarked Mount Morris Ascension Pres-
byterian Church. Eugene and Thelma through 
God’s unyielding hand contributed their talent, 
energy, generosity and educated minds in 
service to the children and families of Harlem, 
New York City and beyond. They are respon-
sible for organizing many of Harlem’s first 
Head Start programs, including the Mount 
Morris New Life Children’s Day Care Center. 

In 1976, Dr. Thelma C. Davidson Adair be-
came the first African-American woman to be 
elected Moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
188th Assembly. Her efforts and involvement 
with the Presbyterian Church have been na-
tionally recognized by foreign and national 
heads of states and United States presidents. 

An expert in early childhood education, 
Adair is Professor Emeritus of the City Univer-
sity of New York’s Queens College, where she 
taught for 31 years. She also taught religious 
education at Union Theological Seminary, was 
a lecturer at the University of Ghana and Co-
lumbia University, and trained members of the 
U.S. Peace Corps for service in Africa, South 
America and the Caribbean. 

Through all her tremendous efforts and 
achievements, Dr. Adair has been duly hon-
ored, receiving countless awards and numer-
ous Honorary Doctorate Degrees. Her impres-
sive resume of accomplishments does not 
speak to the deep connections the community 
feels for her as a mother to all. Dr. Adair 
shares her wisdom and love with so many 
people in unofficial contexts, providing 
mentorship and friendship to Harlem’s youth. 
Her role as a community leader does not end 
when she leaves the church and her life of 
service to the world in the face of very real so-
cial challenges sets an example for us all. 

The Arthur Eugene and Thelma Adair Com-
munity Life Center, Inc. Head Start serves 
over 250 children and their families annually in 
five Head Start Centers in Harlem. Dr. Adair’s 
publications on early childhood education have 
become an authoritative guide for early child-
hood educators throughout the United States. 
Today, Dr. Adair is an ordained elder in the 
Mount Morris Ascension Presbyterian Church 
of New York City, the church founded by her 
late husband the Reverend Arthur Eugene 
Adair. 

Her numerous awards and degrees include: 
The Thelma C. Adair Award on Presbyterian 
Senior Services; Barber-Scotia Alumni Award 
for Meritorious Service in the Field of Edu-
cation; Columbia University, Teacher’s College 
Distinguished Alumni Award; United Negro 
College Fund Distinguished Award for Out-
standing Service and Commitment of Higher 
Education; and Woman of the Year Award. 

Her current affiliations include: Chair, Pres-
byterian Senior Services; Advisor, Church 
Women United, National Board; Board of Vis-
itor, Davidson College; Advisory Council, Na-
tional Council of Churches; Member, Harlem 
Hospital Community Advisory Board. 

During her prestigious career of service, Dr. 
Adair has worked closely with leaders, includ-
ing the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and Presidents John F. Kennedy, Lyndon 
B. Johnson and Jimmy Carter, to bring about 
social justice and economic empowerment. 
She even was a part of President William Jef-
ferson Clinton’s delegation that attended the 
historic inauguration of South African Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in tribute of the 
living life, legacy, leadership and love of our 

beloved Village Mother of Harlem, Dr. Thelma 
C. Davidson Adair’s 90 years of service to a 
very grateful nation. 
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Thursday, April 7, 2011 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the seven new members of the 
Berks County Chapter of the Pennsylvania 
Sports Hall of Fame and to honor them on 
their outstanding athletic careers. 

Charlie Engle has been an outstanding soft-
ball pitcher for 60 years and he famously 
pitched a no-hitter in 2010 at the age of 79. 
For his career, he has pitched 13 perfect 
games and 18 no-hitters. In addition to pitch-
ing in more than 2,000 games and receiving 
31 MVP awards, Charlie led the Honey Brook 
Comets to county, district, state, regional and 
national American Softball Association titles in 
1968 and 1969. 

Doreen Kase Larson, one of the top swim-
mers in Berks County history, won seven Dis-
trict 3 gold medals, setting records in the 100- 
yard and 200-yard freestyles. She also won 
five PIAA golds, three in the 100-yard and two 
in the 200-yard freestyles, setting marks in 
both events. She was inducted into the Berks 
County Aquatic Hall of Fame in 2000. 

Mike Reedy was a basketball and baseball 
standout, helping to lead the 1977 Wilson Bull-
dogs to the Berks County basketball title. He 
is fourth on the school’s career scoring list. 
Mike also batted .531 in baseball and went on 
to standout careers in both sports at Albright 
College. He has been inducted into the Wilson 
and Albright Sports Halls of Fame. 

Mike Reitz was an All-State football player 
for the Wilson Bulldogs, leading them to its 
first undefeated season in 1967 when he 
rushed for 1,274 yards to set the school ca-
reer record of 2,257 yards. He was also the 
Berks heavyweight champion in wrestling. 
Mike went on to play college football at Penn 
State and Maryland. He has been inducted 
into the Wilson Sports and Berks Football 
Halls of Fame. 

Joe Stallone, an outstanding gymnast, won 
48 gold, silver and bronze medals in PIAA 
competition and was the national high school 
champion in rings and vaulting. After grad-
uating from Holy Name in 1976, Joe went on 
to an All-American career at Penn State. He 
has coached at many levels, including the 
USA Olympic Festival team three times, and 
he directed the U.S. Junior National team to 
four world titles. 

Ken Thomason, Reading High Class of 
1958, was a football and wrestling standout. 
He was an All-Central Penn League and Big 
33 selection in football and went on to play for 
the semi-pro Reading Keystones. Ken was 
also a District 3 champion in wrestling and has 
been inducted into the Berks Wrestling Coach-
es and Berks Football Halls of Fame. 

Ross Tucker, Wyomissing Class of 1997, 
was an All-Berks selection in football and bas-
ketball for the Spartans. He went on to start in 
football for four years at Princeton where he 
earned All-Ivy League and Academic All 

American honors. Ross then played for seven 
seasons as an offensive lineman in the NFL 
with the Redskins, Bills, Cowboys and Patri-
ots. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of the outstanding ath-
letic careers of these seven individuals, I ask 
that my colleagues join me today in recog-
nizing their outstanding achievements on the 
occasion of their induction to the Berks County 
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of 
Fame. 
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DAY OF GEORGE N. ZENOVICH 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 7, 2011 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Honorable George N. 
Zenovich on the occasion of the celebration of 
his 89th year. 

George N. Zenovich was born of Serbian 
ancestry on April 29, 1922 in Fresno, Cali-
fornia. Raised in his beloved San Joaquin Val-
ley, in 1955 he wed Vera Sarenca in Bel-
grade, Yugoslavia. To their great joy, they be-
came the parents of two children, Ninon and 
Marina. George proudly served a tour of duty 
for our Nation as a member of the U. S. Army 
Air Force during World War II. Mr. Zenovich 
embodies what has become known as the 
‘‘Greatest Generation’’ and indeed all that is 
honorable about our esteemed veterans. As 
journalist Tom Brokaw wrote in his 1998 book, 
‘‘The Greatest Generation,’’ he defended our 
country neither for fame nor recognition, but 
because it was the right thing to do. That 
sense of honor would stay with George 
Zenovich throughout his entire career. 

A calling for public service would continue to 
run deep within George Zenovich. When his 
military service to our country concluded, Mr. 
Zenovich continued his education in the area 
of law, becoming a noted attorney; a calling 
which would later serve as the foundation for 
democratic representation of the people of the 
State of California. 

In 1963, George Zenovich was elected to 
serve in the California State Assembly. As a 
testament to his leadership, he earned the dis-
tinction of serving in the post of Assembly Ma-
jority Leader, a position second only to the As-
sembly Speaker. This service marked the first 
time that two San Joaquin Valley legislators 
from the same political party had held high po-
sitions simultaneously in the state legislature. 
In 1968, his passion for representing those 
under the democratic umbrella led him to be 
selected as a delegate for the 1968 Demo-
cratic National Convention. Shortly thereafter, 
George Zenovich was elected to the position 
of State Senator for California, providing rep-
resentation for all those in his cherished Cen-
tral Valley. 

During his tenure in the State Senate, 
George was instrumental in passing several 
landmark pieces of legislation. It was during 
his time in the California Senate that the nota-
ble California Arts Council was created by the 
Dixon-Zenovich-Maddy California Arts Act of 
1975. This legislation was enacted to encour-
age artistic awareness, participation, and ex-
pression; to assist independent local groups 
develop art programs; to promote the employ-
ment of artists in both the public and private 
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